A Few Actions to Mitigate Effects of Climate Change
Two main tasks confront us: reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions into the
atmosphere and drawing down carbon dioxide (CO2) from the atmosphere. Drawdown
has received less attention in the U.S., but it holds great potential. One mechanism
involves diminishing our reliance on artificial fertilizers, insecticides, pesticides, and
herbicides, and relying far more on fertilizing by animals and composting. The term for
this is regenerative agriculture.

The following are some actions to help reduce emissions of GHG into the atmosphere
and others to help drawdown CO2 from the atmosphere. But first, there is one action
that applies to both, and this one has its roots most explicitly in Matt. 22:21: “Give
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that
are God’s.” If we pull that forward in time, I view it saying: fulfill your obligations to
the state, and fulfill your obligations to God.
One of our primary obligations to the state is to vote, to participate in the democratic
process that sustains our government. I urge individuals to vote and to make climate
change a top priority issue; i.e., if a candidate opposes action on climate change, do not
give that person your vote. To clergy, make this part of your message from the pulpit—
to vote, and root the message in Matt. 22:21, or Deuteronomy 16:20—“Justice, justice
shall you pursue,” or Leviticus 19:18--“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Now, under the category of reducing emissions, I suggest the following:
1 – Assess the energy efficiency of your own congregation, school, or business using
an EPA online calculator called Target Finder (TF). Connect to www.energystar.gov,
then type in “Target Finder” in the Search box at the top right. Follow the directions to
the calculator and select House of Worship, if your space type is a congregation.
Target Finder yields a value between 1-100 that indicates your building’s energy
performance relative to a large population of similar buildings across the country.
Though TF is easy to use, EPA periodically offers trainings on it.
If the rating is <75, you might engage a professional engineer to conduct an energy
audit and estimate the energy bill savings from an upgrade.
Many utilities subsidize, entirely or in part, energy audits – you might look for this for
your congregation and your home.
2 – A couple of simple, but important measures: keep car and truck tires at the correct
pressure; use LED lighting: conventional screw-in LED bulbs, and LED tubes to replace
fluorescent tube lamps. If you have fluorescent lamps, ensure they are using electronic
ballasts, rather than magnetic ones.

3 – If you plan to purchase a new car or truck, please select a hybrid or EV one. From
my perspective, a hybrid, for EVs are usually charged from the grid, which remains
primarily fossil-fuel based.
4 – Engage in composting at your home and congregation.
5 – Check out the resources at the website www.zerowastechurch.org – the church is
an Episcopal church in Raleigh.
The following are some measures in the drawdown category:
1 – Show the documentary “Kiss the Ground” (available from Netflix) about changes
in agricultural practices that one can make, and must make, to mitigate climate
change—to draw down CO2 from the atmosphere.
2 – If there are farmers in your congregation, ask them to set aside some of their land
to implement alternative agricultural practices (regenerative agriculture). Contact the
federal agricultural representative in your county/state about how to do this—
financial support from the federal government may be forthcoming.
3 – Plant deep-rooted grasses, both at a congregation and at a residence; examples
include Annual Rye Grass (3’-4’) and Tall Fescue (2’-3’). Plant them using manure or
compost, nothing artificial. Post a sign saying, “Removing CO2 from the
Atmosphere.” Those grasses, as do all plantings, pull down CO2 from the atmosphere
and store it deep in the roots and soil. Regenerative agriculture turns dirt into soil.
4 – Engage in composting, both at a congregation and at home. Check if there’s a
company that turns food waste into compost and gives or sells it to farmers,
nurseries, or serious gardeners. In Raleigh, NC, one such company is Compost Now.
5 – Encourage your local nurseries to use compost or manure rather than artificial
fertilizers.
The book Drawdown, edited by Paul Hawken, identifies 100 measures to bring down
CO2 from the atmosphere, and ranks the measures in order of effectiveness. You may
find many other actions an individual or a group could undertake. Reducing food waste
is #3 and regenerative agriculture is #11.
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